
AN IMPORTANT LESSON !

We are going to look at the story of 

King Hezekiah



THE STORY BACKGROUND

In the seventeenth year of Pekah the son of Remaliah, 
Ahaz the son of Jotham, king of Judah, became king. Ahaz 
was twenty years old when he became king, and he 
reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem; and he did not do what 
was right in the sight of the LORD his God, as his father 
David had done. But he walked in the way of the kings of 
Israel, and even made his son pass through the fire, 
according to the abominations of the nations whom the 
LORD had driven out from before the sons of Israel. He 
sacrificed and burned incense on the high places and on 
the hills and under every green tree. 

(2Ki 16:1-4)



HEZEKIAH’S RULE & REFORMS

Now it came about in the third year of Hoshea, the son of Elah king of 
Israel, that Hezekiah the son of Ahaz king of Judah became king. He 
was twenty-five years old when he became king, and he reigned 
twenty-nine years in Jerusalem; and his mother's name was Abi the 
daughter of Zechariah. He did right in the sight of the LORD, according 
to all that his father David had done. He removed the high places and 
broke down the sacred pillars and cut down the Asherah. He also 
broke in pieces the bronze serpent that Moses had made, for until 
those days the sons of Israel burned incense to it; and it was called 
Nehushtan. He trusted in the LORD, the God of Israel; so that after him 
there was none like him among all the kings of Judah, nor among 
those who were before him. For he clung to the LORD; he did not 
depart from following Him, but kept His commandments, which the 
LORD had commanded Moses. And the LORD was with him; wherever 
he went he prospered. And he rebelled against the king of Assyria and 
did not serve him. (2Ki 18:1-7)



PROBLEMS ARISE

 Now in the fourteenth year of King Hezekiah, Sennacherib king of Assyria 

came up against all the fortified cities of Judah and seized them. Then 

Hezekiah king of Judah sent to the king of Assyria at Lachish, saying, "I 

have done wrong. Withdraw from me; whatever you impose on me I will 

bear." So the king of Assyria required of Hezekiah king of Judah three 

hundred talents of silver and thirty talents of gold.  (2Ki 18:13-14)

Then he sent Eliakim who was over the household with Shebna 

the scribe and the elders of the priests, covered with sackcloth, 

to Isaiah the prophet the son of Amoz. They said to him, "Thus 

says Hezekiah, 'This day is a day of distress, rebuke, and 

rejection; for children have come to birth and there is no 

strength to deliver. (2Ki 19:2-3)



PROPHETIC INPUT

Isaiah said to them, "Thus you shall say to your 

master, 'Thus says the LORD, "Do not be afraid 

because of the words that you have heard, with 

which the servants of the king of Assyria have 

blasphemed Me. "Behold, I will put a spirit in him 

so that he will hear a rumor and return to his own 

land. And I will make him fall by the sword in his 

own land."'" 

(2Ki 19:6-7)



 Then Rabshakeh returned and found the king of Assyria fighting against Libnah, for he had 
heard that the king had left Lachish. When he heard them say concerning Tirhakah king of 
Cush, "Behold, he has come out to fight against you," he sent messengers again to Hezekiah 
saying, "Thus you shall say to Hezekiah king of Judah, 'Do not let your God in whom you trust 
deceive you saying, "Jerusalem will not be given into the hand of the king of Assyria." 
'Behold, you have heard what the kings of Assyria have done to all the lands, destroying 
them completely. So will you be spared? 'Did the gods of those nations which my fathers 
destroyed deliver them, even Gozan and Haran and Rezeph and the sons of Eden who were
in Telassar? 'Where is the king of Hamath, the king of Arpad, the king of the city of 
Sepharvaim, and of Hena and Ivvah?'" Then Hezekiah took the letter from the hand of the 
messengers and read it, and he went up to the house of the LORD and spread it out before 
the LORD. Hezekiah prayed before the LORD and said, "O LORD, the God of Israel, who are 
enthroned above the cherubim, You are the God, You alone, of all the kingdoms of the 
earth. You have made heaven and earth. "Incline Your ear, O LORD, and hear; open Your 
eyes, O LORD, and see; and listen to the words of Sennacherib, which he has sent to 
reproach the living God. "Truly, O LORD, the kings of Assyria have devastated the nations 
and their lands and have cast their gods into the fire, for they were not gods but the work of 
men's hands, wood and stone. So they have destroyed them. "Now, O LORD our God, I pray, 
deliver us from his hand that all the kingdoms of the earth may know that You alone, O 
LORD, are God." 

 (2Ki 19:8-19)



A CHANGE OF CIRCUMSTANCES
 In those days Hezekiah became mortally ill. And Isaiah the prophet the 

son of Amoz came to him and said to him, "Thus says the LORD, 'Set 
your house in order, for you shall die and not live.'" Then Hezekiah 
turned his face to the wall and prayed to the LORD, and said, 
"Remember now, O LORD, I beseech You, how I have walked before 
You in truth and with a whole heart, and have done what is good in 
Your sight." And Hezekiah wept bitterly. Then the word of the LORD 
came to Isaiah, saying, "Go and say to Hezekiah, 'Thus says the LORD, 
the God of your father David, "I have heard your prayer, I have seen 
your tears; behold, I will add fifteen years to your life. "I will deliver you 
and this city from the hand of the king of Assyria; and I will defend this 
city."' "This shall be the sign to you from the LORD, that the LORD will do 
this thing that He has spoken: "Behold, I will cause the shadow on the 
stairway, which has gone down with the sun on the stairway of Ahaz, to 
go back ten steps." So the sun's shadow went back ten steps on the 
stairway on which it had gone down.  (Isa 38:1-8)



A MISTAKE

At that time Berodach-baladan a son of Baladan, king of 

Babylon, sent letters and a present to Hezekiah, for he heard 

that Hezekiah had been sick. Hezekiah listened to them, and 

showed them all his treasure house, the silver and the gold 

and the spices and the precious oil and the house of his 

armor and all that was found in his treasuries. There was 

nothing in his house nor in all his dominion that Hezekiah did 

not show them. Then Isaiah the prophet came to King 

Hezekiah and said to him, "What did these men say, and from 

where have they come to you?" And Hezekiah said, "They 

have come from a far country, from Babylon." (2Ki 20:12-14)



A SAD END

 Then Isaiah said to Hezekiah, "Hear the word of the LORD. 'Behold, 

the days are coming when all that is in your house, and all that 

your fathers have laid up in store to this day will be carried to 

Babylon; nothing shall be left,' says the LORD.  (2Ki 20:16-17)

 So Hezekiah slept with his fathers, and Manasseh his son became 

king in his place.  Manasseh was twelve years old when he 

became king, and he reigned fifty-five years in Jerusalem; and his 

mother's name was Hephzibah. He did evil in the sight of the LORD, 

according to the abominations of the nations whom the LORD 

dispossessed before the sons of Israel.  (2Ki 20:21-21:2)
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